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The essence of
mathematics is not to
make simple things
complicated, but to
make complicated
things simple.

~S. Gudder

MathMatters

Mathematics Instruction
Today- Balancing Process
and Product

I n t he,asDies0f6 s
studies were conducted to
explore the way American
students learned math.

The studies revealed that
the approach most
teachers utilized in the
classroom, one that
focused on algorithms and
a mastery of basic facts
often resulted in students
who could accurately
produce computations but
had little understanding of
the mathematical concepts
and thinking involved in
such computations. As a
result, educators began to
explore ways to teach
conceptual understanding
resul t iNegv
revolution. Today, most
math educators recognize
the need for balance in

instruction between the
ibasicsodo and
learning. As renowned
math educator Marilyn
Burns putsit,i On | y
the basics include
understanding as well as
skill proficiency will all
students learn what they
need for their continued
S U c ¢ e And éontinued

v

success is critical when you

consider the increased
demand for higher level
mathematics in high-school
and college. How can we
help students prepare for
those increased demands

and learn to understand the

valuable role mathematics
plays in life? The National
Council for Teachers of

iMa t ¢ Mathematics has cited

several important factors
that should be present for
effective mathematics
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instruction in the 21°
century:

*Emphasis should be
placed on the connections
between mathematics and
other subject areas, as well
as connections between
mathematic strands.

*Educators need to provide
a fAreal worl
mathematical problem-
solving, one that creates a
sense of value for student
learning.

do

* Mathematics instruction
should include and
effectively integrate
modern day technology.

Please read on to get a
glimpse of what Sea Crest
teachers are doing to put
these principles into
actioné

Curriculum Corner

Connecting Math and
Social Studies - A 3"
Grade Unit on
Economics

In order to understand the
importance of an abstract
concept, we often need to
see how it aj
l'ife.o Thi s
purpose behind the
Economics unit currently
underway in our third grade
classrooms. Within the

context of a mini society
where students must fund
(through classroom
participation) the creation
and operation of their own
businesses, our third
graders are able to see the
real life application of some
of the important math
concepts they are covering
as part of our third grade
math curriculum. Adding,
subtracting, multiplying and
dividing become more

relevant and necessary
when students are asked to
balance checkbooks or
figure out the amount and
cost of supplies needed in
order to manufacture
products and fill orders.
Students must weigh the
costs and benefits of renting
pri me fof intheire
classroom town against the
costs and benefits of renting
space on a less desireable
side street or cul-de-sac in
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(Curriculum Corner cont. from p. 1)

the town. These considerations exemplify
the type of problem solving and critical

thinking exercises we want our students to

feel comfortable performing as they
advance through school. Despite its
demands, this unit is one of the most
exciting and enjoyable of our third grade
curriculum because the students can see
that what theydre |
practical application in the world.

Playing with Geometry- A
APuzzlingod ExPGradeart

What do wooden puzzles and
Geometry have in common? Just ask
Mr . Ch a'f gradesstudents As
part of the class exploration of
Geometry, students were recently
challenged to test their skills of
perception and problem-solving with a
series of wooden puzzles that
combined complex 3-dimensional
geometric shapes into a solid whole.

The students were divided into teams
of 2-3 and each assigned a 3-D
wooden puzzle. The task was to work
together to take apart and reconstruct
the puzzle to its original form. The
teams were given 10 minutes to work
on this project and allowed to take
notes and use the written directions
that accompanied the puzzles. Atthe
end of the allotted time period, one
student in each team had to stay at
the station while the other team
members continued to the next
station. The remaining team member
then continued to work on the puzzle
with newly rotated team members in
order to share the previous group®
thoughts and strategies at solving the
puzzle. By the end of class, many of
the puzzles had been solved but
several remain unfinished. The class
then shared strategies on what

wor ked and whreflectedi d
on the difficulty of envisioning how the
shapes could fit together in different
ways. This was a great exercise in
collaborative problem solving and a
wonderful realization for the students
that Geometry can be engaging,
challenging, and perhaps even fun.

That is a lesson that will hopefully
change the way they look at math for
a long time to come.

High-Tech Math- First Graders Use
the SmartBoard as a Tool for
Learning

First grade teacher, Megan
Chapman, describes her integration
of the SmartBoard into the first grade
curriculum, and specifically into math:

AA passion of mine
has been integrating technology into my
teaching every opportunity I can. One way
| have integrated technology into my first
grade class this year is through our use of
the SmartBoard. The SmartBoard is an
interactive whiteboard. | have used the
SmartBoard consistently all year long to
teach all subjects. By using the
SmartBoard, | can record each step of a
lesson for students to review. | can
display information in multiple ways,
including interactive text, images, sound
and video files. This piece of technology
allows me to facilitate my instruction while
addressing all the varying learning types
in my classroom. One subject | have
found it to be most beneficial in is math.
Math is a pretty cut and dry subject. The
SmartBoard allows me to present my
math lessons in fun and interesting ways.
The students can use various math
manipulatives, such as coins, on the
screen. It is helpful to have students
demonstrate a problem and share how
they solved it. They are absolutely
amazed at what the SmartBoard can do. |
have to remind them that they are doing
the work, not the SmartBoard! It benefits
the students as it captures their attention,
encourages their involvement, and
enhances their learning of the subject at
hand. It helps that they find it fun too!

f

Go down deep enough
into anything and you will
find mathematics.

~Dean Schlicter
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GU|d|ng PrInCIp|e$l iACtionby Sea Crest Snoop

Guiding Principles in Action is dedicated  release the butterflies they have been
to highlighting students who have been watching transform in their classrooms,

fcaught o 1 iving our thefifth graders undertook to create a
This month, our roving reporter has butterfly friendly garden into which the
again uncovered several incidents of Kindergarteners will be able to release
student activity worthy of reporting: their beauties. With the help of Mrs.

Giacotto, the fifth graders prepared the
soil and planted many local plants that
butterflies like. The butterflies will spread
their wings and fly happily into their

It has been reported that third grader lan
Scarborough regularly takes the time to
help his fellow students and school.

l anés teacherpicksep ay

trash and cleans up playground beautiful garden sometime next week.
equipment and other materials without Thank you, fifth graders, for making our
being asked. lan volunteers first when school more beautiful and doing kind
any task around the classroom needs to deedsto support your f
be done. We appreciate his willingness learning projects. Way to go!
to "Leave it better than he found it".
Keep up the great work, lan! To our honorees this month,
congratulations! We are all proud of you
Our fifth graders conducted an outdoor and thank you for being great role
mission last week that reflects several of  models for us alll We appreciate your
our Guiding Principles. Knowing that efforts in making Sea Crest a wonderful

the Kindergarteners are getting readyto  Place to be.

Top OOt h

Next Collection Deadlinélay 2, 201 Total
per student
Current Total 5008 God: 6000 Classroom Rank
Next month will be our final collection and  Ms. Chapman 68.23 1
the last chahce to topple Ms. Chapman's Ms. Anfang 55.50 2
class and win the Ice Cream Party! The Ms. Haefl SE 3 3
last collection far the year will be on May S- naeting i
21st. We have crossed the B mark, but ~ 6th Grade 35.43 4
Support we still have a ways to go to meet our goal Ms. Sikkema 26.84 5
Be sure to get your Box Tops in often as Ms. Bybee 21.50 6
they do expire. Each year we lose several Ms. Hanepen 17.79 7
hundred Box Tops because they have Ms. King 14.00 8
expired. Ms. Canty 11.23 9
o Be sure to chek out how your class is Ms. Flannigan 10.29 10
bring in your doing and keep bringing in those Box Tops Ms. Christian/ 9.00 11
to support our Music Program! Ms. Guevara
. 7th Grade 8.11 12
If you have any questions about the Box
Ms. Johnson 7.62 13

Top program, send them to
judyhagan@mac.com. 8th Grade 4.90 14
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Parent Association Pla

‘ A
A big othank youd6 to the following pare \Q‘
putt ing together what promises to be another wonderful Sea Crest yearbook: N
Kristin Luce, Cathy Campbell, Dei rdre Harger, Joyce Morrell, Mary Kate 3 : \%/d‘
Meyerhoffer, Caroline Morton, Allison Levi, Kerry Tate, Judy Drobnick, Kim *%";

Carpenter and of course, Gretchen McD ougall, editor in chief!

Thank Yoa s Al |

Anot her huge oO0thank youd to the foll owi

the recent Parent A s s ocatPFrircetan 8aafood C@, At |, oT
overwhelming success:

Andy Chaffee, Petra McKown, Shelly Sikkema, Megan Chapman, Wendy Connolly, Mic
Giacotto, Stephanie Hanepen, Kristy Frey, Kelly Spaeth, Janicee Forchini, and of cours
fearless leader, BrucelRak! Thank you for your time and dedication

Thank you, too, to those of you who attended thidilfled event.
Attendance exceeded 90 people, $hdB47was raisetbr our school!
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Important Announcements

By now, your child should have received a run information packet for
the 10t annual Sea Crest Scholarship Run horing Ginger Girvin. This
all-school event kicks off at 12:30 on Friday, May 7 with gradesX
running for 20 min., followed by grades 35 at 1:15 p.m. running for 25
min. and grades €8 at 2:15 p.m. running for 30 minPledge forms are
due back at the school no later than May 7th and should be left

with Cathy at the front desk . All parents and friends are invited to
participate. We are still in need of volunteers for the day of the run
(this is a great way to complete those fundraising volunteer hours!),
and we are also seeking prize donations for the top fundraisers.
Please contact Allison Clearyallisoncleary@sbcglobal.netor Erin
Hosilyk (ehosilyk@comcast.neX with any questions or to volunteer.A
special thank you to our 2010 run sponsors: Ani Diamond Designs, Hc
Ideas, IP Networks, Kristi Will Home & Design, Savvy Skirts, and the
Mansell FamilySee you on the blacktop!

New Sea Crest Wear availablethro g h L Bnad d

Check out the great new Sea Cres
End. You can see the extensive choices on the website:
www.landsend.com/school or stop by the Admissions Office for more
information. Just enter our Preferred School # 900070590 to have our
wave logo embroidered on your item! Orders can be placed over the
phone at 1-800-469-2222.

Looking for a summer tutor?

Sande Anfang, fourth, first, and third grade teacher and librarian, seeks students
for private tutoring beginning July 6th. | prefer to tutor in my quiet Half Moon Bay
home, but can work at yours as well. | am skilled at tutoring all core subjects
through middle school, and math through 6th grade. | would love to help your child
learn Spanish or French (Levels | and II). | have special expertise in expository and
creative writing, research, and editing. | am interested in working with Individuals or
small groups (especially for foreign languages). Your child can gain new skills and
confidence, maintain grade-level work skills, and discover new areas of passion in
learning in a few hours each week. References, rates, and resume available upon
request. Sande Anfang. 888-7875. sanfang@att.net, sanfang@seacrestschool.org
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Save thedate to see thislocumentary
film in Half Moon Bay!

What: Race to Nowhere2 The Dark
Side of America: V
Achievement Culture

When: Friday, May 14

Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Community United

Methodist Church
777 Miramontes St.
Half Moon Bay

Advance tickets available online at

Check outhe great opportunities feummer fun and learning at Sea Crest!
Details available on line at www.seacrestschool.org!




