
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can feel the school 

vibrating again. This must 

be Spring Musical 

season! The talented 

Middle School students 

that make up the leading 

players in this yearôs 

production of Beauty and 

the Beast have been 

working so hard. From 

dance choreography 

during P.E., to blocking 

scenes and singing 

songs during elective, to 

working on several 

Saturdays, this has been 

an effort of herculean 

proportions. Watching 

smiles cross the faces of 

these young actors as 

they gain confidence 

upon the stage is the joy 

of my lifetime. The entire 

lower school has been 

busy preparing as well. 

During Drama class, the 

students work on the 

important skills of 

collaboration and 

problem solving through 

games and role playing in 

order to prepare them to 

make the most of our 

limited rehearsal time on 

stage. When the lower 

school arrives at the 

theatre they know that 

focus, active listening and 

team work are the special 

tools that have made our 

musicals so special. As 

for me, coming on the 

heels of the amazing run 

of Always, Patsy Cline, I 

am fired up and ready to 

go! 

Looking forward to seeing 

you all at the theatre, 

Michael ñBubò 
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There is nothing that 

symbolizes the collective 

efforts of the Sea Crest 

community more than the 

annual spring musical.  

What started out as an 

experimental way to 

showcase our school Arts 

program, has now become 

a cherished Sea Crest 

tradition.  With the first all-

school musical, a simplified 

version of Wizard of Oz in 

2002, it was an impressive 

feat to actually get the 

entire school up on the 

stage at one time.  As the 

years have passed and the 

school has grown, the 

musical has evolved.  The 

productions, though equally 

charming, have become 

more elaborate and 

ñprofessionalò with 

volunteer parent 

choreographers, costume 

designers, make-up artists 

and set builders lending 

their talents to create a 

more polished final 

product.   

Sea Crest may be a long 

way from Broadway, but 

students are learning what 

it takes to bring a musical to 

life.  Here are just some of 

the many ways that faculty, 

students, and parent 

volunteers have worked to 

prepare for this yearôs big 

show. 

In music class, the lower 

school has been learning 

and refining the songs that 

their class will perform.  

Katie Bank teaches 

If  You Build It They Will Come 

 

 

Behind the Scenes:  The Making of  a Musical 

 

Unity is strength... 

when there is 

teamwork and 

collaboration, 

wonderful things can 

be achieved.  

~ Mattie Stepanek 
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students lyrics and 

harmony while offering 

strategies for projecting 

their voices and performing 

on stage.  She works with 

middle school students, 

offering vocal coaching to 

the leads for their solo 

performances as well as 

group guidance and 

instruction for the larger 

ensemble numbers.   

The ñDynamic Duoò 

comprised of parent 

volunteers Wendy Mansell 

and Kristine East have 

once again provided the 

toe-tapping choreography 

for all of this yearôs 

performances.  Rehearsing 

tirelessly three times each 

week with students during 

PE and the additional 

practices scheduled on 

Saturdays and throughout 

musical week, these two 

ladies help ensure that the 

musical numbers flow 

seamlessly and students 

know how to move across 

the stage with grace and 

confidence.  Beyond 

choreographers, Wendy 

and Kristine have become 

an important part of the 

musical team, helping with 

everything from auditions 

to organizing backstage 

parent volunteers.   

Alice Engelmore has 

worked with middle school 

students in her elective 

course on Set Design to 

help set the stage for this 

yearôs performance.  The 

class began by analyzing 

our set needs for the play 

and theater and 

researching set designs 

from other productions of 

Beauty and the Beast to 

create architectural 

designs for the playôs 

backdrops.  In addition, the 

MS crew learned how to 

utilize theatrical painting 

techniques to design 

realistic scenes that help to 

create a sense of depth 

while engaging the 

audienceôs imagination.   

With the help of parent 

volunteer Greet Jaspaert, 

the Coastal Repertory 

Theatre will be 

transformed.   

Betsy Warren has again 

graciously agreed to serve 

as Costume Coordinator.  

This task can be a 

daunting job, identifying 

costume needs and 

coordinating with room 

parents to ensure each 

student has the basics 

necessary to take the 

stage.  In addition, the 

costume volunteers help to 

add all those special last 

minute touches including 

make-up and accessories 

that help to bring the 

characters to life. While 

some of the more 

elaborate costumes are 

rented, many are hand-

made.  This year, Irma 

Mitton has taken up the 

task of personally sewing 

all of the skirts for our  

ñvillage girlsò.  Costume 

design plays an important 

role in capturing the 

essence of a character, 

transforming a class of 2
nd

 

graders into medieval 

villagers or an 8
th
 grade 

boy into a beast. 

Why does everyone go to 

such effort?  Because of 

the amazing learning 

experiences it provides our 

students. Our youngest 

participants are challenged 

to learn lyrics and timing, 

to be patient, to listen to 

whatôs going on around 

them, to wait their turn, 

and are inspired by the 

older student ñstarsò 

surrounding them on 

stage.  Our older 

performers are required to 

learn to balance all of the  

responsibilities in their 

lives while embracing this 

exciting opportunity to 

learn lines and lyrics, and 

work as a team.  Our 

student set designers are 

entrusted with creating the 

sets that will convince the 

audience that they are in 

an enchanted castle in a 

faraway wood.  Those 

students involved in the 

technical and support end 

of the production are 

charged with making this 

all look well organized and 

easy.  And for all of these 

students, there is the 

invaluable life lesson that 

everyone has an important 

role to play, no matter the 

size, in a bigger 

ñproductionò, and that 

success depends on the 

collective effort of the 

entire group.   

For those of you who have 

seen this wonder pulled off 

in the past, enjoy this 

yearôs show!  For those of 

you new to our all-school 

musicals, prepare 

yourselves.  It is a truly 

magical experience and a 

wonderful celebration of 

our school community!   
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Guiding Principles in Action by Sea Crest Snoop 

Guiding Principles in Action is 

dedicated to highlighting students who 

have been ñcaughtò fulfilling the aims of 

our Guiding Principles.    Our roving 

reporter has again been on the move 

and has filed new reports this month. 

Fourth grade student Jade Jess is 
reported to be a kind, respected and 
trusted person in her 4th grade class.  
An unnamed source reports that ñher 
peers can always trust that Jade is 
going to treat them fairly and kindly.ò  
Jade encourages others and is very 
patient.  She lives the guiding principle 
of "We are each other's keepers!"  Way 
to go, Jade!  
 

This reporter has received information 

that Kier Holley, Ryan East, Hark 

Sodhi, Jeff Robb, Maia Buzbee and 

Gabe Kalfen definitely ñleft it better than 

they found itò over the Presidentsô 

Week break. They all took time out 

from their vacation to come in to school 

and paint the set for Beauty and the 

Beast.  Art teacher Alice Englemore 

reports that these middle school 

students were ñresponsible, careful and 

fun to be with.ò You will all see the 

results of their excellent work during the 

show.  Thank you, middle schoolers, for 

your artistic talents and extra efforts! 

To all of our honorees this month, 
congratulations.  We are all proud of 
you and thank you for being great role 
models for us all!  We appreciate your 
efforts in making Sea Crest a wonderful 
place to be. 
 

Top Oõthe Box 
Next Collection Deadline:  May 14th, 2010 

Current Total:  4184  Goal:  6000 

Classroom        Total per student           Rank 

Ms. Chapman     51.31   1 

Ms. Anfang     41.08   2 

6th Grade     34.59   3 

Ms. Haefling     34.53   4 

Ms. Sikkema     21.94   5 

Ms. Bybee     19.75   6 

Ms. Hanepen     15.00   7 

Ms. King     14.57   8 

Ms. Canty      9.67   9 

Ms. Flannigan          9.29   10 

Ms. Christina/ 

  Ms. Guevara      7.12   11 

7th Grade      6.72   12 

Ms. Johnson      5.36   13 

8th Grade      4.00   14 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Chapman's 1st grade for 

winning our second collection contest. They are the 

March Box Top Champions! Ms. Chapman's class 

has won a $10 gift certificate.  More importantly, 

they've moved into first place in the end of year Ice 

Cream Party contest! 

We are now 4184 box tops closer to our goal of 

6000!  Way to go!  Check out the Classroom Ranking 

table here each month or the poster outside Mr. 

Pollock's office to see how your classroom is doing.   

Our final contest for the $10 gift certificates will end 

on May 14th.  

Another way to help us make our goal, and to earn 

even more money for the music program is to shop 

online through the Box Tops Marketplace. Check it 

out at btfe.com/marketplace.  There are over one 

hundred popular online stores and travel brokers.  

Questions or suggestions about this program? 

Please contact judyhagan@mac.com. 

 

Our school receives a portion of your sale 

proceeds up to 17.5% for some stores!  This 

month Barnes and Noble is also offering bonus 

box tops in addition to the cash back. 
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Parent Association Place 
 

The Beauty and the Beast theme 

continues through March with the 

Sea Crest annual auction, ñBe Our 

Guest.ò  Bring the kids and preview 

the auction items early at our 

Auction Preview Event on Friday, 

March 19
th

 from 3:30pm ï 

6:30pm.   From the tasty snacks to 

throwing pies at lucky Sea Crest 

faculty and staff, the afternoon is 

sure to be fun for both adults and 

kids.    

Parents wonôt want to miss the 

Auction Grand Ball on Saturday, 

March 20 from 6:00pm ï 

11:00pm.   This adult-only evening 

is a wonderful opportunity to engage 

with other Sea Crest parents, faculty 

and staff in a relaxed, fun 

atmosphere.  Sea Crest is legendary 

on the coast for our extensive silent 

and live auction offerings, including 

the amazing class projects created 

by the children.  The festivities will 

include a buffet-style dinner, lovely 

libations, dancing with Catie Chase 

and the Getaways, and back by very 

popular demand, Michael Lederman 

as auctioneer!   

Not only is the auction a fun, 

entertaining experience, it is also 

fiscally very important for both Sea 

Crest School and Sea Crests 

parents.  The auction typically 

generates around $100,000 annually 

in net revenue for the school.  Currently 

these funds are used for every day 

operating expenses, paying for the 

teachers, programs and facilities that 

help make Sea Crest School an 

exceptional place for learning.  As 

student tuition and fees only cover 84% 

of the yearôs necessary revenue, parent 

contributions to the auction ï volunteer 

hours, donations, auction purchases, 

etc ï make a big difference in each 

childôs educational experience.  The 

auction income also allows Sea Crest 

to maintain the lowest tuition price of all 

not-for-profit independent schools on 

the Peninsula. 

It truly takes a village to produce an 

event of this scale, and we want to 

thank the many parent volunteers that 

have worked for months on this project.  

There are still many volunteer 

opportunities available ï see the 

Auction sign-up binder in the Sea Crest 

lobby or contact Amy Ramsey 

(jamesamyramsey@comcast.net) if you 

would like to help with the event.  The 

auction would also not be possible 

without the donations from parents, 

alumni and a multitude of businesses, 

both local and beyond the coast.   

Please keep an eye out for the auction 

donor list that will be circulating this 

month.   We want to encourage parents 

to introduce themselves when visiting a 

donor on the list and say thank you.  

Not only do we want to support the 

establishments that support Sea Crest 

School, but it also helps with the 

auction solicitation efforts if businesses 

see a direct result from their donation.      

Ticket prices and registration 

information are available by clicking on 

the auction link at 

www.seacrestschool.org.  Registration 

forms are also available at the front 

desk as Sea Crest School.  

Kate White (President), Jana Nogara 

(VP) and Amy Ramsey (Auction Chair) 

 

 

Thank you  

Parent Association! 

The Sea Crest faculty and staff 

would like to express our deepest 

gratitude for the wonderful 

Appreciation Lunch hosted by 

the Parent Association on 

February 10th.                       

From the relaxing mini-

massages, to classroom 

coverage, to the delectable food, 

we all felt pampered and very 

appreciated.  Thank you so 

much! 

http://www.seacrestschool.org/
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Important Announcements 

 

New Sea Crest Wear available through Landsõ End 

Check out the 

cool new after 

school 

enrichment 

opportunity ! 


