
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Learning. 

Much to my amazement, 

the holidays are upon us 

and with that, many of the 

traditional activities at 

school.  Perhaps youôve 

received a note from an 

8
th
 grade student recently 

asking you to participate 

in Coastside Hopeôs 

Adopt-a-Family program 

via your childôs class?  

This is a long-standing 

tradition at Sea Crest and 

something for which we 

are quite proud.  In recent 

years, however, we have 

made more of this 

opportunity than simply 

providing a wonderful 

service to our community.  

While projects like Adopt-

a-Family have always 

provided community 

service opportunities for 

our students, they are 

now providing more, as 

service learning projects.  

What is service learning?  

With the holidays upon 

us, often referred to as 

the ñseason of giving,ò we 

have decided this would 

be a good time to provide 

more information about 

service learning at Sea 

Crest.  In this issue of the 

Sea Crest Currents, we 

hope to give you a better 

understanding of what 

service learning is all 

about, and how it benefits 

not only the recipients of 

the service involved, but 

creates a deeper, richer 

learning experience for 

our students. 

I am excited about this 

endeavor.  Service 

learning really mirrors 

what we hope to achieve 

within the walls of our 

school through the use of 

Responsive Classroom, 

and exemplifies the 

intention of our Guiding 

Principles.  Please read 

the Curriculum Corner to 

learn more about service 

learning, and to see how 

we are implementing and 

expanding this teaching 

strategy throughout our 

K-8 classrooms.   

With that, let me wish you 

all Happy Holidays!  
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ñIf you donôt like the way the 

world is, you change it.  You 

have an obligation to change 

it.  You just do it one step at a 

time.ò 

~ Marian Wright Edelman, 

founder, Childrenôs Defense Fund 

ñWhat do we live for, if it is not 

to make life less difficult for 

each other.ò 

~ George Eliot, Author 

ñThe future belongs to those 

who can give the next 

generation reasons to hope.ò 

~ Peirre Teilhard DeChardin, 

Philosopher 

Curriculum Corner by Michelle Giacotto 

What is Service Learning?   Service learning is, in fact, a teaching strategy that 

includes service to others, but it is the educational experience of the students involved 

that is at its core.  What does this mean?  Students are actively participating in the 

process of understanding, integrating and applying knowledge for various subjects in 

order to solve a community problem or challenge.  In simple terms, it allows students to 

see the relevance of what they are learning and the real world applications of their 

classroom work.  In this way, service learning is distinguishable from community service 

due to its direct connection with academics and curriculum.   

Why Service Learning?  Studies have shown that there are many important benefits to 

service learning.  Creating a connection between academic subjects and real community 

needs empowers students to realize that their classroom learning is actually applicable to 

the ñreal worldò and that they have a role to play in shaping their communities.  It creates 

leadership opportunities for students, encourages problem solving skills and teamwork, 
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develops an understanding of civic responsibility, and enables students to see how they can make an impact.  Service 

learning provides teachers with an avenue to increase the relevancy of education for students and a venue for combining 

academic skill development with civic and social responsibility.  Schools benefit by creating partnerships within their 

communities, and by the development of a school culture and climate that is more inclusive and cooperative.  The 

community benefits from the work done, and by developing a better understanding that young people are valuable 

resources able to address community problems and concerns.  To learn more about service learning, go to 

www.servicelearning.org or watch  video. 

What does Service Learning look like at Sea Crest?  In middle school, each grade level is assigned a Service 

Learning topic that students will explore throughout the year.  This topic is introduced as part of the core curriculum in 

one subject area, but is often supported by connected activities and discussion across the other subjects as well. 

Eighth grade History class examines the issue of ñHunger and Povertyò, from its historical roots to its global impact today.   

Students participate in ñHunger 101ò, a course designed by the San Francisco Food Bank that has them role play real life 

scenarios from around the Bay Area to gain an understanding of the challenge many face trying to provide food and 

shelter for their families on minimum wage salaries.  As students learn more about how hunger and poverty effect us 

locally, they are given the opportunity to take action by volunteering at the Food Bank, leading a school-wide ñAdopt-a-

Familyò campaign in conjunction with Coastside Hope, and working at Glide Memorial to serve lunch to those in need.  

These opportunities for service extend classroom learning in meaningful ways and empower students to see how they 

can make a difference. 

In seventh grade, English class explores the topic of ñLiteracyò and the role it plays as a gateway skill to higher learning 

and better career opportunities.  The class will examine global statistics and the factors that contribute to illiteracy both 

locally and around the world.  Partnering with the Aruscha Alliance School in Tanzania, Africa, students exchange letters 

and photos with ñpen palsò from halfway around the world to gain a personal connection to peers and an understanding 

of what the school experience is like in another country.  Students will lead a book drive to benefit this ñsister schoolò and 

help provide books for a new school library that HMB local Maryann Biskowarma has helped to construct.  Seventh 

graders will also have the opportunity to make a local impact by volunteering in the Half Moon Bay Libraryôs Teen Leader 

Reader Program, tutoring local children who struggle with literacy skills.  In addition to raising awareness about issues 

affecting literacy and having the opportunity to take action, students are offered a new found appreciation for the 

educational opportunities they have been given and an understanding of the impact these skills will have in their future 

lives. 

Sixth grade Science provides the backdrop for a look at Global Sustainability.  Students learn about the environmental 

issues facing our planet and the interconnectivity of all living things.  Environmental awareness leads to activism, as 

students form ñGreen Teamsò to help educate our school community about the importance of reducing waste and lead a 

recycling and composting effort during snack and lunch recess.  Throughout the year, students find ways to encourage 

ñgreen thinkingò and make an impact in the community.  From organizing beach clean-up days to raising awareness by 

hosting a school-wide Earth Day celebration, students are actively applying the knowledge they acquire to do their part to 

care for the earth and make it a better place for all living things.      

In lower school this year, teachers have been asked to find ways to connect a service component to the science and 

social studies learning that are already part of the curriculum.  As an extension to the fifth grade history unit on slavery, 

students will explore modern day examples of slavery and child labor.   A representative from a local organization called 

ñNot for Saleò will be coming to speak to students about how they can become modern day abolitionists and work to help 

end the practice of human trafficking.  Third graders will culminate their study of the Wetlands ecosystem by learning 

about ways that they can educate others to help protect this habitat for future generations.  Kindergartners will connect 

with our neighbors at Lesley Gardens and learn the importance of inter-generational relationships in connection to their 

study of Family.  At each grade level students will have the opportunity to add an action component to classroom 

learning, enriching their experience and hopefully inspiring them to continue to find ways to live our Guiding Principles out 

loud and make the world a better place.    

Please take the opportunity to look at the photographs throughout this edition of the Sea Crest Currents.  They reflect 

studentsô recent activities with their service learning projects.   

 

 

http://www.servicelearning.org/
http://www.servicelearning.org/page/index.php?detailed=366
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Guiding Principles in Action by Sea Crest Snoop 

Guiding Principles in 

Action is dedicated to 

highlighting students who 

have been ñcaughtò 

fulfilling the aims of our 

Guiding Principles.    Our 

roving reporter has again 

been on the move and 

has filed new reports this 

month, sure to inspire 

you: 

Riley Horner was spotted 

helping Sherri work on 

bulletin boards.  When 

interviewed, Sherri 

gushed about how helpful 

young Riley is to her, and 

how she appreciates his 

assistance.  Hereôs to you 

Riley!  Keep up the great 

work.  

Caeley Goldstein is 

reported to be a fair and 

honest student who 

always works well with 

her peers.  She knows 

how to compromise and 

goes out of her way to 

help others.  She is a 

great role model!  Way to 

go, Caeley! 

From the talk about town ï 

or around Sea Crest, 

anyway - Madison Mosier, 

Jade Jess, and Delaney 

Peranich are amazing 

leaders in Lower School 

chorus.  They are also 

ñreally good role modelsò 

for the younger students in 

chorus.  Nice going, girls!  

Way to live the Guiding 

Principles. 

Our fifth grade crew is a 

social bunch!  In spite of 

that fact, one of them was 

seen helping his teacher 

during recess recently 

rather than hanging out 

with his buddies.  Who is 

this good-deed-doer?  

None other than Carlo 

Cardinale!  Thanks, Carlo, 

for helping your busy 

teacher.   

Next time you have a bad 

day, you should hope that 

Reed Andary is nearby!  

An unnamed witness 

recently observed Reed in 

the act of helping a very 

sad Kindergarten friend.  

The youngster had a 

mishap that left him in 

need of a quick clothes 

change.  Reed observed 

the situation and tactfully 

asked what he could to 

help.  Our witness reports 

that Reed stayed with and 

comforted his young friend 

until the situation could be 

remedied.  Reed 

responded to a sensitive 

situation with care and 

compassion, something 

we are so proud to see in 

our students.  Good job, 

Reed!   

When a broken backpack 

threatened to ruin a MS 

studentôs day, Dewey 

Carey kindly helped this 

student get himself 

together.  Thanks, Dewey, 

for watching out for your 

fellow students! 

Kudos to all of our 

honorees this month!  We 

appreciate your efforts in 

making Sea Crest a 

wonderful place to be. 

Parent Association Place 

Itôs December already 

and we have information 

and reminders about 

several upcoming events 

we hope will peak your 

interest during this festive 

month . . . .   

Join fellow Sea Crest 

families at the Night of 

Lights Parade on 

Friday, December 4
th

. 

The Sound Waves (Lower 

School Chorus) will sing 

and march in the parade 

starting at 7:00 p.m.  

Middle School students 

will sell popcorn in the 

parking lot next to City 

Hall.  Come enjoy the 

holiday fun while 

supporting Sea Crest! 

For those of you with an 

interest in science, or those 

who would simply like to see 

a little more of what our 

middle schoolers are up to, 

stop by the 7
th

 Grade 

Science Fair on December 

16
th

 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  

The 7
th
 grade students have 

been very busy with a wide 

variety of innovative science 

projects and would love to 

have you stop by to see their 
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work. 

This yearôs Winter 

Concert and 

Grandparentsô Visiting 

Day is December 18
th

.  

The Winter Concert will 

begin at 8:30 am.  Katie 

Bank and Greet Jaspaert 

(Chair of the Winter 

Concert) are working  

hard to make this another 

memorable event for 

everyone.  Please plan to 

attend this wonderful 

event where we will surely 

be dazzled by our 

talented children.   

Remember to purchase 

your raffle tickets to 

support our music 

program.  The festive 

trees and baskets 

available for raffle will be 

on display in the Lobby 

shortly after the 

Thanksgiving break.  

Tickets can be purchased 

at that time from Cathy 

Greenwald.  The raffle will 

take place on December 

18
th
 during the Winter 

Concert. 

Finally, thanks to Jim and 

Judy Drobnick for bringing 

the Twig Turkey 

fundraiser to Sea Crest 

for the first time this year 

(and thanks to all of you 

who bought up these 

lovely plants).  Due to the 

success of the Twig 

Turkey sales, Jim (of 

Nurserymenôs Exchange) 

promises to bring some 

holiday-themed plants 

to us this month.  Brighten 

up your homes during the 

holiday season with one 

of these holiday-themed 

plants in mid-December, 

or have a festive hostess 

gift handy.   Just look for 

Judy and me at our 

curbside table on select 

pick-up days.  More 

details will follow as they 

become available.   

Hereôs hoping that all of 

you had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving break and 

are ready to jump into 

Decemberôs events! 

Until next month, your 

Parent Association 

thanks you for all that 

you do for Sea Crest 

School é 

Kate White (President) & 

Jana Nogara (VP) 

 

(Parents Assoc. Place conôt. from p. 3) 

Top O' The Box by Judy Hagan 

 
 

Next Collection Deadline: February 12, 2010 

Current Total: 2523   Goal: 6000 
 

Congratulations to 6th grade for winning the first 

of three contests this year.  They've won a $10 

gift certificate for their classroom! 

Our next contest ends on Friday, February 12th. 

The race for the end of year ice cream party is 

getting tighter, but 6th grade is still in the lead.  

So far, we've collected 2,523 Box Tops this year -- 

nice job!   

Follow your class's progress on the wall outside 

Mr. Pollock's office.  The class rankings and our 

school totals will be updated there thanks to the 

help of the Lower School student council. 

If you have any questions about the Box Top 

program, send them to judyhagan@mac.com.  

 

 

 

 

Classroom 

Total 

per 

student 

 

 

Rank 

6th Grade 31.95 1 

Ms. Anfang 24.67 2 

Ms. Chapman 16.38 3 

Ms. Sikkema 14.89 4 

Ms. King 12.71 5 

Ms. Haefling 12.13 6 

Ms. Hanepen 10.07 7 

Ms. Bybee 8.92 8 

Ms. Flannigan 8.47 9 

Ms. Canty 6.00 10 

Ms. Christian/ 

  Ms. Guevara 

3.82 11 

8th Grade 3.71 12 

Ms. Johnson 2.64 13 

7th Grade 0.56 14 
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2010-2011 Kindergarten Applicants - If youôre planning on applying to Kindergarten 

for next year, please be sure to stop by the Admissions Office to pick up an 

application folder.  Kindergarten Applications for all applicants are due by 

January 15, 2010.  Our Kindergarten screening will look a bit different this year, with 

two screening days planned for Saturday, January 30
th
 from 9:00-11:00 and 

Saturday, February 6
th
 from 9:00-11:00.  Applicants are required to attend one of 

these screening days.  Screening will be done in a playgroup-like setting, and parents 

will be invited to attend an informational coffee while the assessments and 

observations take place.  You can sign up for a screening day once your application 

is submitted.  Sign-ups are on a first come, first served basis.   

Get some of those holiday presents early during the Scholastic Book Fair!  The 

book fair will be held from December 4
th

 ï December 10
th

.  The schedule is as 

follow:  12/4 ï 8:00 a.m.ï4:00 p.m.; 12/7 7:45-9:00 a.m. & 2:30-5:00 p.m.; 12/5 ï 

ñBooks & Bagelsò from 7:30ï8:30 a.m./fair is open 7:45-9:00 a.m. & 2:30-5:00 p.m.; 

12/9 ï 7:45-9:00 a.m. & 2:30-5:00 p.m.; 12/10 ï Last Day ï 7:45-9:00 a.m. & 2:30-

5:00 p.m.  The book fair helps support the seventh grade service learning project 

focused on literacy.   

 

5
th

 Grade Shadow Opportunity - If you are the parent of a current 5
th
 grade student, 

consider taking advantage of our new 5
th

 grade shadow opportunity.  Our first group of 

5
th
 graders shadowed in 6

th
 grade on Friday, November 13

th
.  The day was a huge 

success for the 5
th
 graders and their parents.  This opportunity allows our 5

th
 graders to 

see the difference between lower school and middle school, alleviate some of the fear 

associated with moving on to middle school, and create excitement around some of the 

amazing offerings in our middle school program.  Please contact Allison Dobbrow 

(adobbrow@seacrestschool.org) if youôd like to schedule a shadow day!   

 

 

. 

 

mailto:adobbrow@seacrestschool.org
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Winter Concert and Grandparents Reception 

Mark your calendar for the upcoming Winter Concert, always a highlight of the holiday 

season at Sea Crest.  The concert will be held on Friday, December 18
th  

 at 8:30 a.m. in 

the Kohrs Family Center.  Remember to bring grandparents to enjoy the concert and the 

reception to follow.  Please see the invitation below, which was mailed to grandparents 

last week, for more information.    

(Announcements conôt.) 

Some people will give everything for Sea Crest!  Thank you to the 20 people who literally 

gave of themselves by donating a pint of blood on October 30
th
 for our Annual Halloween 

Blood Drive Fundraiser.  With a $100 per pint donation commitment from a generous, 

anonymous donor, their sacrifice resulted in $2000 for Sea Crest!  Thanks again to the 

blood donors and our anonymous donor for their generosity! 

 

Important Financial Aid News for families, new and current ï All Financial Aid 

applications will be due on January 15, 2010.  Please contact the Business Office at 712-

9892 x 210 for an application packet. 


